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tDear editors, scientists and authors in material science,
One year ago I wrote my ﬁrst Editorial to introduce the new jour-
nal Nuclear Materials and Energy and myself as Editor-in-Chief. Now
it is time to summarize the achievements and the challenges of the
start of a new journal, and look forward to the upcoming months.
The submission of papers is slowly but surely ramping up; as
the awareness for the new journal increased we have reached a
low but steady submission level. Helpful in raising the awareness
was the presence of the editors at conferences and meetings in the
ﬁeld of nuclear materials, such as NuMat in Clearwater, Florida, the
MRS fall meeting in Boston, the PFMC in Aix-en-Provence. The sub-
mission rate increased to 2–3 manuscripts per months. The per-
centage of accepted papers is about 61%. Reviewing, revisions and
ﬁnal decision could in general be completed within less than three
months. We have now removed one obstacle on the way to fast
publication, as the open-access fee was supposed to be received
before production can start, and this is no longer the case, so we
are in a good position to expedite ﬁnal publication.
The broad scope of NME is already demonstrated by the articles
published up to now. Highlights for me, showing materials devel-
opment in ﬁssion and fusion as well as the close overlap in aspired
material properties, are:
The dissolution of helium in La-doped UO2 as a surrogate of hypo-
stoichiometric UO2 by Z. Talip et al. [1] at present the most cited
paper of NME
Helium trapping in carbide precipitates in tempered F82H ferritic–
martensitic steel by B. Mazumder et al. [2] being of interest as
structural material both, in next generation ﬁssion and fusion re-
actors,
Cracking behavior of tungsten armor under ELM-like thermal shock
loads: A computational study, by Muyuan Li et al. [3] the excellent
work of a young scientist in his ﬁrst post-doc year,
Conceptual study of ferromagnetic pebbles for heat exhaust in fu-
sion reactors with short power decay length, by Niels Gierse et al. [4]
a very novel and unconventional idea for heat removal,
Mechanical and microstructural investigations of tungsten and
doped tungsten materials produced via powder injection molding, by
Steffen Antusch et al. [5] showing the potential of new production
methods of W materials for high heat load application in fusion.
The process of reviewing the manuscripts turned out to be
less challenging than anticipated. We have assembled a compe-
tent board of advisory editors, where all branches of nuclear ma-
terials are represented, having a broad geographical reach, and it
was never a problem to convince an expert to give his or her besthttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nme.2015.11.001
2352-1791/© 2016 Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC Budgement on the submissions. The start with the brand new ed-
torial program EVISE has not been completely smooth, but blurs
nd bugs are being polished out and operation is being stream-
ined. But overall it was a pleasure to work with such a supportive
ody of expert reviewers. Many thanks are due to the whole ed-
torial board as well as the publishing team in India, particularly
parna Nambiar, the Journal Manager, who has been very active
nd proactive to get the journal on its way.
What are the reasons for the rather slow start of the journal?
rom the experience of the ﬁrst year I see two main reasons:
Publication of a manuscript in a brand new journal, particularly
n an area that has traditionally been occupied by a single journal,
oes not immediately help the status especially of young scien-
ists who need publications and citations in high-impact journals
n order to advance their careers. The journal is not indexed by
he Journal Citation Reports yet, but we have applied to get the
ournal indexed earlier in 2015, and are very hopeful that it will
e indexed in 2016. I fully understand the hesitation of young re-
earchers. Actually, when one postdoc submitted two papers I rec-
mmended submitting just one to NME, and the other manuscript
o a different, well established journal. More needed now is the
upport from senior scientists by submitting their high quality re-
iews and topical papers, rather than the work of their students
nd postdocs. I have received the notice of work in progress from
everal editors, but good reviews take their time. But also with
ime NME will grow into a regular journal with respectable cita-
ion index. NME is now listed in Sciencedirect and in the citation
ata base Scopus. Actually, in invited presentations at the recent
FMC conference I noted the reference to at least two of the pub-
ished articles in NME.
A second unusual aspect for author remains the open-access
ee, which is still strongly reduced for the start of NME. I ﬁnd it im-
ortant to point out that an OA publication system offers immense
eneﬁts not only to the research community but to society as a
hole. Open-access is the response to the request of the society to
reely read and learn about the results of research funded mostly
y public support. This is seen as such by numerous funding agen-
ies, as well as by large publicly-funded research institutions, and
he libraries in general have a budget for OA publications. It is on
ou, the Editors, to constantly point out this fundamental advan-
age of OA over the traditional publishing. In this sense you are
y main contact to the research community.
A great achievement for an increased awareness of NME was
he decision of the International Conference on Fusion Reactor Ma-
erials, held in October 2015 in Aachen, Germany, to publish theirY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
































[roceedings in NME. The contract between the ICFRM and Elsevier
ad been signed in March. Between Sept. 2015 and the envisaged
ublication date of Oct. 2016 much work is ahead of us. The ini-
ial submission of manuscripts through EVISE for a Special Issue
CFRM-17 started smoothly and up to 150 papers are expected. The
roceedings will be mainly handled by our advisory editor, Phil Ed-
ondson from Oak Ridge National Laboratory, together with the
uest editorial team of the conference. Still, the need for fast and
ompetent selection of high quality papers will increase the de-
and on the reviewers and I hope for your support in many cases.
he success of this ﬁrst proceedings issue will make it possible to
cquire further such projects in the future. The proceedings of the
onference with more than 350 participants will certainly also help
o increase the level of regular submissions later on.
There will be a change in the leadership of the Journal: Starting
rom January 2016 Baptiste Gault will return to scientiﬁc research.
e has been offered a Group Leader position at the Max-Planck-
nstitute for Steel Research. Many thanks go to Bat, who was very
nstrumental in the founding process of NME and will be available
ith advise for the time to come. He will be replaced as Journal
ublisher by Tingting Zou, a very experienced Publisher in Materi-
ls Science.
I am conﬁdent that NME is on a good path to becoming an im-
ortant journal in the ﬁeld of nuclear materials in energy research
nd production. Especially its open-access nature will eventually
rove to be signiﬁcant for its future success. I hope for your furtherupport through submissions of high quality manuscripts and oc-
asional reviewing of articles.
With many thanks for your support.
Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Joachim Roth
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